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ACF Chairman's Report 
 
At our General Meeting at each National Convention, we are often presented with many 
questions and subjects that require far more time than we have available.  The ACF Board 
looks at these questions and topics throughout the year in a series of discussions by email.  
Some topics are very specific; some are general.  One of our main aims has been to look at 
many of the systems we have in place, and adjust, revise and adapt the original rules, by-laws, 
guidelines, etc., to make certain that they are able to be maintained and applied to today’s 
Square Dance scene. 
 
One such topic has been that of Eligibility to call at National Conventions.  Please also note 
here, that we are only talking about who is eligible to call; not about ability, acceptance, etc.   
The eligibility system that we have had in place was created many years ago.  At that time, 
there was little idea that our activity and its structure would undergo so many changes.  The 
Eligibility criteria reflected those concepts well for the time they were created, but it was 
discovered that, with the many changes, they no longer were completely relevant. 
 
To this end, one of our major Topics of discussion over the last few months has been to 
create a new structure that allowed for those changes.    The discussion began with the full 
Board putting forward ideas on how we could go about bring these rules into the modern 
age.  The next step was a smaller 5-member Committee that would put the ideas presented 
by the full Board into a workable structure, further refining the system for a final presentation 
to the full Board.  This happened just a few weeks ago…discussion took place and some more 
fine tuning was carried out.  The full Board then voted on the final system.  The vote was a 
positive one, giving all callers in Australia a fairer and more positive system.   You will find 
the full version of the new system later in this issue. 
 
Without such discussion by the Board membership, items such as this would remain forever in 
a state of “who knows?”.     
 
We also have another most important topic under way at the moment …funding for new 
callers.  This topic has only been discussed in general so far, however we have already had 
some important aspects brought forward…all in a total process of fine-tuning to a workable 
situation…one that is aimed at benefitting our activity by making it possibly less financially 
difficult for callers to get started.  Again, the topic has not been concluded, and most likely 
will not be for some time..however we are making major steps forward. 
 
We always welcome your comments, ideas, questions; the Board is there to serve our 
membership. 
 
Barry 
A.C.F. Chairman 
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Editor’s Desktop   
 
Hello everyone.  
 
I recently did a one-night show for a social group (of friends) from many places, 
(overseas and Australian), who get together the same time every year.  As I expected it 
was noisy night, with plenty of atmosphere, lots of alcohol, for people who were asked 
to dress up in western clothing. I had no expectations of recruiting for local club, but it 
paid well. I don’t openly look for this type of dance, but they are a good way for a 
caller to mix in with people outside the movement and sharpen one’s teaching skills. 
 
It was interesting trying to match their expectations. Their theme was basically a country 
dance night and they wanted square dancing. But beyond that they didn’t really know 
much about square dancing. I was asked questions like “what is the difference between 
square dancing and boot scooting”, and can we have a “Virginia Reel”? 
 
“Virginia Reel”? Now that one threw me. I haven’t done that one for 40 years and 
simply claimed that I didn’t have the music, (A lie), and have forgotten how to do it, 
(A truth). Gladly I managed to avoid that one, but I now have some homework to do 
to prepare me for next time.  
 
I did introduce some simple squares, a Jiffy Mixer, and a game that Steve Turner showed 
us last month he called “One to Five”. This game was extremely well received. Although 
I’m not sure if the success rate was governed by the game itself or the state of 
intoxication they were at. But I think that it was actually fun. (A quick intro of the game 
is below)  
 
Will anyone gain anything from the night? I’m not sure if any clubs will, but there was 
one couple who indicated they are interested. Anyway, one should always be willing 
to try new things and add new ideas, (and games), to one’s bag of tricks. The 
atmosphere was great, the people (all around my age) were friendly, I was given a meal 
and paid well. Yes – I think I did gain something from the night – maybe not in the 
immediate future – but it has opened my eyes to more possibilities for providing 
entertainment. 
 
 
Jeffrey Garbutt  
 
 
 



4 
 

ONE TO FIVE GAME 
 

 2 teams of 5 each have the numbers 1 to 5 on an A4 sheet 
 Appoint someone to be a judge. 
 Ask contestants to stand holding their number up and stand in order of the 

numbers  
 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
 Now ask each team to rearrange themselves in different number orders, the 

judge to determine which team go their correct order first. 
(Example combinations: 12543, 54123, 41352, 35241, 54321) 
 
Simple, but dancers have lots of fun 
SUGGESTED VARIATION THAT REQUIRES MORE THINKING 
 

 2 teams of 3 or 4.  
 Have several Blank A4 pages and marking pens. 
 Appoint someone to be a judge. 
 (Caller really needs to have a calculator at hand). 
 Call out any calculation, (example 20 divide by 4, add 200, subtract 59). That 

is why the caller needs a calculator. 
 Participants must work out (1) the correct answer and (2) write each digit of 

the answer on the separate paper sheets, then (3) arrange their result in correct 
order. 

 The judge to determine which team is the first with the correct result. (This is 
where the calculator is needed) 

 
 
From: Deborah Carroll-Jones <deborahcjones@att.net>  
 

Howdy! 
I have you as the contact for the Australian Callers Federation and there is a special 
event coming up for women callers. If you are the wrong contact, forgive me for 
bothering you and if you would be so kind, please forward it to the appropriate party.  
 
I have attached a flyer for the first-ever "Women In Calling Institute," which will be a 
caller school for women only taught by women coaches only.   
 
This school will be preceding the 2019 CALLERLAB Convention which will be help in 
Richmond, VA.   
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I would very much appreciate your making some copies and disseminating them to 
the female callers in your area.  Enrolment is limited to 22 women callers. 
 
If they have questions, please refer them to me. 
 
Thank you very much for any help you can offer to advertise this school!   
 
Deborah Carroll-Jones 
(Wednesday, 1 August 2018 1:36 PM) 
 
 

KEVIN AND STEVE 50 YEAR PRESENTATIONS 
 

PRESENTATION CERTIFICATES AND 3D PLAQUES 
 
On Sunday 12th August, the Callers Association of Western Australia was 
pleased and proud to recognise Kevin Kelly and Steve Turner for “50 Years of 
Calling Excellence” in Australia (generally) and Western Australia 
(specifically). They were each presented with a certificates and crystal plaques 
with 3D images of them inside the crystals. 
 
The presentation was done at our annual “Callers Ball” in front of over 100 
dancers who enjoyed a fun filled afternoon of dancing provided by a full 
complement of fourteen callers, with Patricia Mori cueing the Rounds.  
 

Every future tune already exists 
 
There is a famous quote attributed to Michelangelo which refers to his famous sculptures and 
states “The sculpture is already complete within the marble block, before I start my work. It 
is already there, I just have to chisel away the superfluous material.” 
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Music is the same. It is already contained in a block of musical notes, the notes have to be 
chiseled out and arranged into a pattern. To make it more remarkable, there are only 12 Notes 
used to make music.  
(C, C sharp, D, D sharp, E, F,  F sharp, G, G sharp, A, A sharp, B).  
 
Even a tune with a multi octave range still uses only one of those 12 notes (or an octave or 
two away from them).  The thing that make each tune unique is the order and timing of how 
the individual notes and chords are connected. 
 
This is fundamental - every tune that has ever been written - or will ever be written - can only 
use those 12 fundamental notes.  
 
Those 12 notes are our marble block that has become the foundation of every chord used fore every 
musical note, every musical chord, every rift and every combination of notes that has ever been used 
in music. All that has happened is that some very creative people have combined a sequence a music 
notes that have: 

 A rhythm that defines what speed is used between notes and chords (that uses those 12 notes) 

 A melody that is used to define a message which is often matched to music (that still uses 
those 12 notes. 

 A unique combination of how those 12 notes are connected to each other. 
And that has all been used from the same block of marble.  

 
It’s amazing and somehow special that music that has become an expression of love, ballads, 
protest, patriotism, blues, patriotism, rock etc – all come from those 12 fundamental notes. To 
me it suggests that music is as fundamental to our universe as a subatomic particle, energy 
waves, gravitational and electromagnetic forces that we believe makes up our universe. 
 
So, when someone says they have a new tune, you can reply by saying: “Actually that tune 
has always existed, it is only now that someone has extracted that tune and put all the notes 
together in that particular combination.” 

 
QUICK QUIZ FROM LAST ISSUE 

 
Question: “Curlique” and “Touch a Quarter” are generally considered to be 
interchangeable - any sequence written with “curlique” can always be used with 
“touch a quarter” and have the same end result, (and vice versa). But this not 100% 
true, there is at least one exception! What is an example where they are not 
interchangeable and why? 

 
Answer: This one turned out to be “quick” for some and “frustrating” for others. 
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Below is the answer I received from Brian Hotchkies – he gave the answer I was 
looking for – but, (as usual) – Brian added another dimension that is also important: 

Yes, I know the answer to your Curlique / Touch 1/4 quiz. 
 

There are two answers which I consider to be valid.  One is because you end in 
different formations if you add "Roll", and I suspect that's the one you wanted. 
(This is the answer I was looking for) 
 

The second is more of a "YOU SHOULDN'T" follow Touch 1/4 with a 
figure which starts with a RH turning action (Swing Thru, Cast Off, Spin the Top, 
etc.,) because of the bad overflow it creates, while those figures follow Curlique 
very nicely. (This is the extra dimension that I wasn’t think of) 
 

Kind regards 
 

Brian 

 
This little exercise reminds us that we should always (carefully and critically) 
examine the definition of a move. So maybe we could look at what the definition 
states. 

CURLIQUE: (C4) 

 From Facing dancers of opposite sex                             
(or a R-H Mini-Wave).  

Using Right hands, the lady places the back of her hand 
into the man's raised palm: Touch; man does his part 
Right Arm Turn 1/4 as lady Left-face 3/4 Turn to end in 
the man's original starting position.  

Ends in a R-H Mini-Wave.  

 
 
 

TOUCH ¼: (BASIC) 

Starting formation - facing dancers. Dancers touch and 
without stopping turn one quarter (90°) by the right. 

 
They both have the same result – but the way they achieve that end result is 
different in the actions taken by the lady. 
 
So, what? Probably nothing in normal use – but you do have to consider what the 
effect would be on any move that immediately follows.  
 
If we add “and Roll” we have to think about adding a quarter turn to each dancer: 



8 
 

 

 
 

Start After Touch 1/4 After Roll 

 
 

 

Start After Curlique After Roll 

As you can see, the ending is different! 

 
Of course, curlique is not a commonly used move in our language now, but there are 
many dancers still around who remember it and occasional ask for it. (And it is part of 
Challenge program). 

 
GIVE THE GNAT A CHANCE  
 
“Box the Gnat” is not exactly up there as one of the most popular and well-loved 
moves in our collection. Some say it leads to rough dancing, some don’t like the 
sudden pause in flow, and some have other issues. But, it serves a purpose in our 
choreography and is very useful. 
 
I reckon we should explore it a bit more. But first, let’s look at the definition. 

(CALLERLAB) Box the Gnat (BASIC) 
 
Starting formation: Facing Dancers (man and lady only).  
 
Dance action: Dancers step forward, join and then raise their right hands. The 
lady steps forward and does a left-face U-Turn Back under the raised joined 
hands, as the man walks forward and around the lady while doing a right-face 
U-Turn Back. Each dancer ends in the other’s starting position.  
 
Ending formation: Facing Dancers with right hands joined in a handshake 
position.  
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In simplistic terms we think “Dancers end facing each other, each in the other's starting 
position”. But there is more to it than that.  
In fact it has similarities to “Curlique”: 

 Both are “sex dependent” – both are defined for separate male and female 
actions. 

 Both definitions do not appear to allow “boy, boy” or “girl, girl” 
combinations. (Though I’m certain some callers have done so.) 

 Both have the lady turning in a different direction (Left) to the man (Right).  
 Both have an interesting ending formation if “and Roll” is added. (Adding 

“Roll” would finish with as Half Sashyed Couples.) 
 

   
Start After Box the Gnat After Roll 
But, if the definition of “Box the Gnat” stated that the ladies do a “right face U-
Turn back” – it would end in a “Left handed mini wave”. 

 
A reminder that just because we have been dancing a move for many years – doesn’t 
mean that we really know the definition. We really do need to understand the 
definition and clarify that we are actually doing it by the definition. 
 
Anyway, I have digressed too far. We should ask how it can be used to supplement 
our Basic and Mainstream dancing. “Box the Gnat” is a very useful move which 
allows us to:  
(1) Swap location of dancers and  
(2) Change facing direction and also  
(3) Change a Half Sashayed formation to a normal formation.  
 
We just need to use it in a way that promotes smooth dancing – rather than use it like 
a gimmick. Not to say that we shouldn’t use it in a fun way for a break in routine, but 
we should also use it in a way that will help to promote it’s use and give dancers a 
positive experience (as well). 
 
Two singing calls where “Box The Gnat” has been used rather effectively (and 
smoothly): 
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Expert at Everything RR 120 
Head couples promenade, halfway, Lead to the right circle to a 2-faced 
line, couples circulate, wheel & deal, swing thru, box the gnat, square 
thru ¾, Swing, promenade 
 
I’d Really Like to See You Tonight GMP 804 
Heads left hand star, Face the corner, Dosado, Star thru, reverse the 
flutter, rollaway, box the gnat, pass the ocean,  girls will trade, 
Swing, promenade 
 
Another old favourite: 
I Found A New Baby (BS 2263) 
Head couples square thru four, Split two around one make a line 
Box the gnat, Right and left thru, Flutter wheel, Sweep 1/4, Pass thru, 
Left allemande, Swing, Promenade 
 
NEXT QUICK QUIZ 
 
In some mythical area of Australia was, (and maybe still is), a caller who was often 
known as “Shakin’ S_____” because of the way he tapped his foot while calling. Was 
the cause of the gyrations? 

(A) Early onset of Parkinson’s? 
(B) A method of ensuring the tempo of the music was correct? 
(C) Uncomfortable shoes? 
(D) None of the above? 

Note: The identity of this mythical person has been kept secret to protect innocent 
associates. 
 

REQUEST FOR FUTURE ISSUES 
 

Please send me photos of: (1) You as a child or a baby, and (2) A more recent 
photo of you. 
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FOUND ON FACEBOOK   
 
17June 2018  
 
Help me make it through the night (BS 2151) 
HEADS LEAD RIGHT, 
TOUCH ¼,  
WALK AND DODGE,  
PARTNER TRADE,  
RIGHT AND LEFT THRU,  
DIXIE STYLE TO A WAVE,  
BOYS START- SWING THRU,  
GIRLS START SWING THRU,  
BOYS CROSS RUN,  
ALL SWING THRU,  
BOYS TRADE,  
BOYS RUN.  
BEND THE LINE,  
SQUARE THRU 2  
swing corner promenade 

 
 

SIGN SEEN DURING DOG WALK 
 
I regularly see the following sign when taking my dog for a walk: 

 
 
 
It got me thinking “How exactly does a religious caller call a Square Dance?” 
 
So as we go on our walk, I start thinking about the wording that a religious caller 
uses. Such as: 
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Maybe, instead of “Bow to Partner and Corner (etc)” do they use “Bless your 
Partner and Corner” 
 
Then further along our walk I start thinking about other religions – not necessarily 
“real religions” - but “fantasy religions” such as Jedi.  
 
If Yoda was the caller of a club, what words would he use? 
Maybe instead of “Heads Promenade halfway” he would call “Halfway Promenade 
Heads should do” 
 

Sell, Swap, Buy, Trades and Services 

 
If you have anything you would like to advertise in the way of goods and services of 
value to other callers, please submit it to the editor.  
 
GUIDELINES FOR “SELL, SWAP, BUY, TRADES and SERVICES”: 
Callerlink is totally funded by membership fees and not by external advertising. As such no 
blocks of advertising are accepted with the exception of ACF business such as "ACF Callers 
Breakfast". But we do allow for a “Sell, Swap, Buy, Trades and Services” section for our 
members with the following guidelines: 
(1) Each add to be a brief add of a "Sell, swap, buy, trades and services" format 
grouped together in one part of the newsletter.  
(2) Each advertisement can have one bold title line to enable it to stand out. 
(3) Advertisements can have up to 5 extra descriptive lines, plus contact details. 
(4) Advertisements will only be repeated for up to a year and then will be automatically 
removed.  
(5) The advertiser must re-submit the advertisement if they want it to run longer. 
 

Accredited Caller Coach Steve Turner - Working with Callerlab Guidelines for Caller 
Training/Advise - Email address turnertempos4@bigpond.com 
BRIAN HOTCHKIES : "Called CD Albums"  ‐  Basic through to A2. 
Caller & cuer supplies - Contact Brian & Lorraine, 8 Kato Close, Kanwal, 2259, NSW. 

Phone 02 4392-0336,  Mobile 0407 290-010,  E-mail brian.hotchkies@bigpond.com 

MAVERICKS SQUARE DANCE MUSIC SERVICE & DANCE SUPPLIES 
Now trading as “Partners in Dance”  ABN: 35 072 414 565 
New and 2nd hand Records, CDs, Tapes, Books. Williams hearing enhancement equipment. 
Distributor of and approved repairer for Hilton Equipment, all spare parts, Mics, Radio Mics, 
Speakers, Trade ins, etc –  
Square and Round Dance recordings for “tape” and record clubs.  
Contact Nev & Bev McLachlan , PO BOX 248, BUDERIM, 4556. (07) 5445 1238 or fax 5445 6742 , 
Nev 0417 729 263 or Bev 0427 135 442 NevBevMcLachlan@bigpond.com 
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YAK STAKS FOR SALE: 

As I have now retired from Calling I would like to sell my Yak Stack Speakers. I 
have Two Half Yaks with Cases.  I will sell them separately or together for 
$450.00 each plus postage. The drivers were replaced with the manufacturers 

replacements two years ago. Contact David Pearce.  davidp8@bigpond.net.au     

 
SHOW US YOUR PLAYLIST 
(A bird's-eye view of what music is being used in different locales) 
Please share your playlists of actual tunes you have used on any club night. It doesn’t 
need to be a special night, in fact just a normal night would be preferred. Please give 
us a short synopsis of your club name, night, average attendance etc.  
(Multiple playlist from different nights and time of year are welcome, I would rather 
have an excess of playlists that can fill several issues) 
 
If you don’t have your own club yet, why not make a list of tunes used at any of the 
clubs you visit? Just make sure you let the caller know. 
 

Northside Promenaders, Plus-M/S 
Glenn Wilson 

24th May (21 dancers) 

Singers Hoedowns 
Band on the Run - TBT 104 Boomerang HD - ESP 449.mp3 
Rolling Along - CHIC 1029 Despacito HD - NB 027 
Be Bop A Lula - OR 61 Barn Dance HD - RIV 360 
Billy does your bulldog Bite - RYL 151 Longway Home HD - SP 1099 
Raincoat in the River - GR River March HD - ESP 453 
Baby Face - GE 0022a Macarena - BS 2462.mp3 
Leroy Brown - RYL 510 Ragin' Cajun HD  - RIV 598 
Fever - K 1253R Dixie HD - CbC 557b 
You call Everybody Darlin' - 4BB 6121  
Love's got a hold on You - ESP 234 Rounds 

One last Kiss - MR 149 Sweet Lips 
Me and Bobby McGee - RR 218 Could I Have This Dance 

 
Sussex-Shoalhaven Squares 
Janet Johnson 

24th May 2018 (2 sets) 

Singers Hoedowns 
Ferry Cross the Mersey Happy Hoe 
Fever Jake 
Sealed with a Kiss Swamp Thing 
Sha la la la la Swedish Special 
Baby Face  
Bad Bad Leroy Brown  

NEW 
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Greenfinches 
Steve Turner 

24th July 2018  

(42 dancers plus 7 beginners) 

Que Sera Sera - SIR 334   Pretty Woman - RH504 
River March - ESP453 (Hoedown) Dont Worry Be Happy - A1028 
Rivers Of Babylon - ESP433 (Hoedown)  It Feels Good - CHIC1004 
Perfect - KDM108 See You Later Aligator - MAP1023 
Get Along - SIR21703 (Hoedown)  Pretty Blue Eyes - RR252 
Make My Day - RYL 454 (Hoedown)  Sweet Caroline - AEGO301 
Young Girl - SIR21618,                Tom Dooley - RYL616,                    Irish Stew - RYL185 

 

 
YOUR PARTNER'S CORNER'S PARTNER 
 
In square dancing we have "gender neutral" titles for almost every dancer 
position in a square. Except for one; the opposite person to each dancer's 
Corner. Of course men tend to think of this person as "The right hand lady" 
and the ladies think of this person as a "Left Hand Man". 
 
You might think that this is good enough and we don't need to consider this 
topic, but, consider this sequence: 
Allemande Left your Corner - Walk by your Partner - Men Swing the Right 
Hand Lady, Ladies Swing the Left Hand Man" What a mouthful! 
 
Furthermore in the twenty first century it is not acceptable to have gender bias 
in our terminology. I suppose we could always use "Your Corner's Opposite's 
Partner" or "Your Opposite's Corner's Partner", but it is difficult enough to 
decode double possessive nouns on the fly! 
 
Wouldn't it be easier if we had a one word "generic, gender neutral" title for 
this person?  
 
But what could we use? The term "Corner" correctly describes the relationship 
of two dancers next to each other who are not partners. Likewise the term 
"Opposite" correctly describes the relationship of two dancers who are 
opposite each other. "Corner" and "Opposite" can be thought of as 
"geographical" type words. 
 
It would be nice if we could use a geographical or geometric term for the 
"Right hand lady/Left hand man" position. We need a term that describes two 
dancers that are "near" each other but have someone else "between them". 
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Neighbour correctly describes someone who lives near you, but not 
necessarily next to you, (as in the case of someone who lives two houses 
away.) Adjacent is also someone near you, but the term also means someone 
who is "next" to you as in the definition of "corner". "Tangent" is a geometric 
word indicating a 90 degree change in direction. 
 
Of course "Neighbour" is already used somewhere in the Plus program. So it 
could cause some confusion in the minds of dancers. But try as I might I 
haven't been able to find out if it has an exact definition for square dancing.I 
asked another caller what he thought and his suggestions included: 
- Far Corner (where Near Corner would be your actual corner, Far Corner 
would be your partner's corner) 
- Handy (because men's Right Hand is handy) 
- Preferred (same reason as "Handy") 
- Fourth (because in a normal singing call, he or she is the 4th person you 
swing with) 
- Number Four (same reason a "Fourth") 
 
As a "Star Trek" fan I like "Number Four" myself because it is similar to the 
term "Number One" that Picard used for Riker. But we are square dancers, 
not mythical space travellers. 
 
I guess another way of looking at this is to think of family relationships. 
Another possible "non-sex dependant" title that we have in our family tree is 
the term "Cousin". A cousin is a family member that is just a little bit removed 
from your immediate family, so is another good term that could be used for 
your "partner's opposite's partner's corner". 
 
Here’s an idea! Maybe create of “TLA” (Three Let Acronym) and call that 
person a “PCP” (Partner’s Corner’s Partner). 
 
What do you think? What other terms can you think of? 
 
Jeffrey Garbutt 
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Kip Garvey Presentation to  
The Modesto Area Callers Association  
On June 30,  2018 The Modesto Area Callers Assoc. produced an instructional session 
regarding a path to save MWSD (Modern Western Square Dancing). The Speaker was Kip 
Garvey, a internationally known traveling caller and activity leader with over 50 years 
involvement in Square Dancing.  
 
Down loadable audio segments of the session available at http://3osb.com/kip. I have 
transcribed from the first two audio sessions: “How did we get here” and “Most serious 
problem”. I highly recommend that you download these MP3s, load them onto a USB 
drive, and listen to them all while driving somewhere.(Published with permission and 
editing from Kip Garvey) 

 
KIP GARVEY SESSION June 30th 2018 Modesto Area Callers Assoc 
 
For those of you who know me, and for those of you who don’t know me, my name is Kip 
Garvey. I can’t change that. I’ve been dancing since 1957 (square dancing) and calling since 
1960. So, I’ve been around for a little bit and I’ve seen a lot. I’ve seen a lot of changes 
happen to our activity, and that’s what we’re going to talk about today.  
 
Also, I have a handout here which will explain what we’ve been able to do here with the 
Jackson Claim Jumpers, (a wonderful club). For the past two and a half years, we’ve been 
able to take the club and double, almost triple it in size. 
 
Now, so we can all get on the same page it’s really critical, (I think), that we understand 
where we are in this process, what brought us to this point where we have to listen to sad 
news. Like Jim Osborne, who is here today, he just came in and reported that a 40-year-old 
club, Sunnyvale Singles, had just folded. Now this club ran beginner classes of  25, 30, 35 
squares in size years ago. Also, we have another club, Krazy Daisy’s, they’re gone as well.  
When I moved from Massachusetts to California (Fremont area) I was club caller for a club 
over 60 years old, the Keeway Swingers. They folded up last December So we really have to 
take a look at what brought this about? Where are we today? Where are we headed? 
We’ve spent a lot of time speculating, a lot of time supposing, and a lot of time, not really 
enough time understanding what caused this, so that if we can address the true causes, we can 
find a solution. I think we can.  
 
Now in 1966 I was a sophomore in college and the most profound characteristic of our 
dancing at that time was the horrific number of new calls that were being written all the time. 
I had to actually subscribe to three different caller note services, The Southern California note 
service, Will Orlich’s note service (so I could get information out of the mid west), and Jack 
Lasry’s note service (so that I could get information out Florida and the East Coast).   
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Now, I remember distinctly that the number of new calls was as high as 37 a month. There 
was one month where there were 44 new calls at one time. Can you imagine what the dancers 
in that day  were going through? Every singles dance, they were expecting, they knew they 
would walk through a new call. It was just common, Walk throughs and workshops were an 
expected part of the dance. 
 
 
We were getting a hue and cry across the Nation, “That had to stop”!  Dancers just wanted to 
dance. They didn’t want to be workshopped all the time. Callerlab started in 1972 and 
became a functioning organisation in 1974. In 1976 it published its first dance program and 
that was called the Mainstream program, pure and simple. Now it wasn’t as simple to design 
that as you may think. The callers from all around the country were contributing their 
experiences and there was not a lot of agreement as to what should comprise our Mainstream 
dancing, not a lot at all. So for those callers to finally agree on the 68 basics contained in the 
Mainstream program was a huge step forward for the activity.  
 
However, what was overlooked in the process is that dancers at that time were only learning 
54 calls. So a brand new dancer who walked in could dance in 10 weeks through the Basic 
calls, and in another 10 weeks through the Extended Basic calls, and they would know 54 
calls.   And then they would go out and they could dance. Can you imagine how that 
compares with the way we are today?  
But when the Mainstream program was designed they took the 54 calls and immediately 
added 14 more calls to them. That’s where they came up with 68. 
 
So these 14 calls weren’t brand new calls, they were experimental calls and they had been 
workshopped several times throughout the years prior to their acceptance at the dance 
program. However most of the existing dancers knew these calls and so they were OK. But a 
brand new dancer now had to learn not 54, but 68 brand new calls. And that lasted for how 
long? For one year. 
 
And then the callers from the East Coast, (myself included), particularly California, but not 
so much from Washington and Oregon, (I might add), thought it wasn’t enough. Callers from 
the huge metro areas of Chicago, Saint Louis, Dallas Texas, it was not enough. The 
mainstream 68 was not enough. And so they came up with another list of an additional 12 
calls.  
 
The powers that be at Callerlab thought they were forming one dance program. They didn’t 
think they were designing multiple dance programs. So they said, OK in those areas that want 
more you can do a thing called “Mainstream - Plus”. And in the other areas of the country 
that didn’t want to do that you could simply do Mainstream.  
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So what do you think actually happened?  What did you see on advertised dances? You saw 
“Mainstream - Plus”, that’s what you saw. And that was the first time the word “Plus” was 
introduced into our dance programs. However, those 68 [Mainstream] calls now had an 
additional 13 calls.  And that’s what they didn’t anticipate and think enough about. That a 
brand new dancer did not have to know 68 calls, they had to learn 81 calls before they begun 
to be functional, before they could join the club. How long did that last? Ready? One year. 
That was 1977. By 1978 the convention convened, and they decided that “hey the 13 calls 
just aren’t enough we need another 12”.  
 
There were other guys inside Callerlab who said basically – and it was led by guys such as 
Jack Murtha – anybody here remember Jack? God bless his soul, he was right on track. Jack 
wanted to preserve the Mainstream 68 calls regardless. He was adamant, and he brought his 
military training into it and demanded that they freeze the Mainstream program at 68. That 
they break the word Plus off it and keep the Mainstream 68. So Plus now had two programs, 
they had Plus 1, which was the 13 calls, and they had Plus 2 which has 12 calls. That brings 
the total up to 93 calls the new dancer has to learn before they can come in and dance Plus 2. 
A year later they combined Plus 1 and Plus 2 and that became what we have today, our Plus 
dance program, which is now 29 additional calls beyond Mainstream.. 
 
Meanwhile, who are the movers and shakers? I think most of them are in this room right here 
today. The avid dancers of the day, what were they doing? They were the ones running the 
committees, running the executive boards and clubs. They were running the Associations. 
They were doing everything they could to develop square dancing, which is the right thing. 
But they were also the most avid dancers. How long does it take and avid dancer to learn 12 
calls? It takes less than 2 months. So they could add 12 more calls to a dance program and 
your avid dancer didn’t feel it. But you got further and further away from your new dancer. 
Your newer dancer was reaching all the time. And for anyone to expect a newer dancer today, 
to actually learn and be able to dance in a capable manner, 98 calls contained in the Plus 
program from the basics right on through…. 
 
I think what we have learned in the past 30 years is that is just not going to happen. And the 
reason these clubs are folding is because they insisted that they were going to be the Plus 
clubs. Someone else can teach the new dancers, and that was it. And if you don’t have new 
blood coming into your club, you are going to fold, it’s as simple as that. 
 
Now if you think that we can develop our clubs without entertaining newer dancers, you’ve 
got another think coming. The Northern California SD Association, when I moved to 
California in 1980, had over 160 clubs in it. Do you know what it has today? 19. And its not 
just California, NORTEX which is a huge dancing association in Dallas Texas area, in 1981 
it had 163 clubs in their association, today they have 33, and 13 of them are round dance 
clubs. So if you think we’re pretty close to the precipice here, you’re right! And I think you 
are feeling this because that’s why you’ve come here today to discuss it.  
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We must find a way of addressing one of the most serious flaws in the current process. And 
the serious flaw is this: If you do find survivors who get through a 98-call program in 9 
months and they become Plus dancers – what do you think the chances are that they are going 
to invite all their friends to come learn? I’ve got it right here for you folks: zero. They don’t 
want to give up what they are doing.  
 
They survived, and it was hard, and they know how hard they had to work, how extra hard 
they had to work, and they appreciate all the help that people gave them, but they just don’t 
want to do that. They don’t want to invite their friends and give up a year of solid dancing to 
help new dancers to get through a 98-call program. They don’t want to do it. 
 
With this new program [we’re going to discuss], once they finish those 50 basics in 12 weeks, 
they are chomping at the bit to get their friends to get in. That’s what we found. So they buy 
the second program so that can learn the next 12 calls, but they’re there at 6:30 sharp helping 
the next group of new dancers. And if any of you have been dancing for more than 30 years 
you will know that this is exactly the way that successful clubs were run back then. It was 
satisfying, happy satisfied dancers bringing their friends in and dancing with them while they 
learned the calls. 
 
So, this is a huge characteristic that makes the program work. It’s outstanding how it works. 
As a matter of fact, we decided to skip our May class this year to try and consolidate things. 
We have gone for 2 years and decided we were going to skip the May class. And it is evident 
of just how much of that is missing. The people who normally get a chance to bring their 
friends into May weren’t able to do so. We have much fewer members of our recently 
graduated class sign up for the second one. And so – there it is. 
 
NOTE 1:  Kip’s reference to “this program” in the second last paragraph is the “Sustainable 
Square Dance 50” program, sometimes called “Club 50”  (JDG) 
 
NOTE 2: It is a variation of the Basic 50 or Sustainable Square Dance program that does not 
stop at 50 calls, but continues with a second 12 week series so the dancers can learn through 
Mainstream. (KG). 
 
You can also view the presentations on line: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PidMLN8wh50  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tLi_Bj1gIJ4&t=39s  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6uf6tI_7mc&t=1s 
 
To me, the history that Kip speaks about is an ideal corollary to the warnings that Ed Gilmore 
spoke about in December 1961. https://squaredancehistory.org/items/show/1167 
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Squares 'round Australia 
 

 South Australia 
 

SACA held a workshop for its callers on the Choreography program “SD Couple” 
This was followed by a dance by SACA & the SASDS. 
 
SD Couple is a very strong program that is capable of writing both singing calls & 
hoedown material. http://www.lynette.org/sd/ . Unfortunately the instructions are a 
little too hard to follow & help is required to get an understanding of the program. It is 
possible to write material from basic through to C3B. Once you have written your 
material it can be stored on another program called “SD Reader”. This program 
stores your material together with pictures of the calls step by step. This material can 
then be used at a future time for reference & is readily available on your computer.  
 
SA is again holding its State Convention this coming August – Friday 24th – Sunday 
26th at Hewett in the Barossa Valley. 
 
Jeff Seidel  
 
ACF State Coordinator and SACA Education Officer. 
 

Victoria 
 
 

Since the last report we have had the National Convention in Perth, and I would like 
to congratulate the Committee on a wonderful and entertaining convention.  At Perth 
it was great to welcome Janice Alexander onto the Board as one of the VCA’s 
representative.   
 
In March, Victoria held the 49th State Convention in Horsham and the VCA 
programmed the function.  It was a great convention and I would like to congratulate 
all the VCA callers who called at the convention.  It is evident by the standard of calling 
at the convention that the VCA Skills and Development sessions are working.   
 
In July the VCA held its annual dance which included an afternoon of mainstream & 
plus workshops and an evening of mainstream & plus dancing.  The atmosphere was 
buzzing during the night with more than six sets enjoying the dancing.  
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In July 2019 the VCA will be holding a weekend “live in” seminar with guest presenter 
Graham Elliott from South Australia.  We have 8 of our members and partners 
registered to attend and it should be an educational and social weekend for everyone.  
 
I am pleased to announce that in August a new club opened in Victoria.  Julie Leydon 
will be opening a weekly club in her local area of Cranbourne and has already started 
advertising for beginners.  We wish Julie all the best with her new club.  
 
Congratulations to all of the clubs that have celebrated birthdays during the period 
since my last report.   
  

[ÉãtÜw VÉv~uâÜÇ 
State Coordinator Victoria 
 
 

                                      NSW  
 
A fairly quiet year in NSW for callers this time.  Only major happening in last few months has 
been our annual State Convention, this time at Tuncurry on the Mid-North Coast.   
Attendance was around 210 dancers.  It was another good convention with no major 
problems.  One aspect that was noted and commented on by a number of callers, was the 
age of the dancers…a fairly well mixed group with some younger dancers, but with the 
majority in the ‘retired’ category.  Of course, the same can be seen just about everywhere 
nowadays in our activity.  It is necessary though, that we recognize this situation and create 
our programs to suit the population we are calling for. 
 
Next event for SARDANSW is a combination Callers Training 4 Day School and dance 
sessions.  This will be held in Woonona on the South Coast over the weekend of 27-30th 
September. Our special guests are Betsy and Roy Gotta from the USA.  Betsy is currently 
chairperson of the Callerlab Caller Coach Committee, and Roy is an ex-President of 
Roundalab.  As well as the 4-day clinic, we will have 3 dance sessions…Friday and Saturday 
nights and Sunday morning. 
 
Our final fling for the year will be at Warriewood on Sydney’s north shore.  This special 
Christmas Dance will also feature a unique Variety Concert…giving callers and dancers the 
opportunity to show off their other talents. 

 
Barry Wonson 
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Tasmania 
 

Hi all, 
 
Here's what’s been going on in Tassie of late.  Last time I wrote, we were just about 
to have a combined Plus and A1 night. This was well attended with two sets all night 
for Plus and a set for A1.  Glenn certainly put us through our paces and a great night 
was had by all who were there. 
 
The LSDC recently had a committee change and it's nice to see some of the newer 
members of the club taking on some of the big roles on the committee. Well 
done.  Quite a few theme nights have been planned for the future but the most recent 
one was a masquerade night.  It really is a great sight to see an entire club getting into 
the theme for the night. Some very clever and funny masks were on display, thats for 
sure.  Upcoming theme nights should be great nights if this one is anything to go by. 
 
Normal club nights have been going well, with three sets on average each Wednesday 
evening.  Quite a few people have been away on holidays here and there, so to have 
these numbers is terrific.  
 
Monday night learners is still going at Di and Paul's place for those who want to brush 
up on their skills in a more relaxed environment. Glenn's Thursday night Plus and A1 
is still going strong with those dancers dancing at a great pace. 
 
Soon, the next Society dance will be held in Hobart with Les Tulloch as guest 
caller/cuer.  This promises to be a good chance for our newer dancers, and all of the 
more experienced to get to dance to an interstate caller with a different take on 
things.  It will also be good to catch up with the dancers from Hobart as we don't 
have many inter-club events anymore. 
 
That's about it for now folks, 
See you on the dance floor soon. 
 
Frank Mathews. Tassie State Coordinator.  
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Western Australia 
 

Hi All, 
 
Since our last Edition WA Callers have been busy learning to update the Annual Caller 
APRA / ACF Renewals online. Like all things new, it doesn't always go to plan. Eventually 
all the updates have been completed. 
 
The "Shindig in the Barn"(Callers Ball) was a great success, and a separate Report on this 
event is included below. 
  
The WA State Festival, (Formally known as Convention), is the next big event here in Perth. 
The Venue is in Manning which is in the Southern Suburbs of Perth and central to most Perth 
Clubs. The Venue is new to us and hasn't been used for Square dancing before. 
 
That's it for now. 
 
Jim Buckingham, (WA State Coordinator) 
 

THE SHINDIG in the BARN  (THE CALLERS' BALL) 2018 
 
The entry to the beautiful old Midland Town Hall was decorated with barn yard 
paraphernalia to set the theme for the Callers'Ball. 
 
Just over 100 dancers, many dressed to the theme, enjoyed a fun filled afternoon of 
dancing provided by a full complement of fourteen callers,   with Patricia Mori cueing the 
Rounds. 
 
The afternoon started with the presentation of awards to Steven Turner and Kevin Kelly in 
recognition of fifty years of calling excellence. 
 
The last bracket of the afternoon brought the duo together, calling superbly to a floor full 
of dancers who fully appreciated the skills being shown by these talented and highly 
respected gentlemen. (It was great to see that Steven's family must have got the word and 
were present to share honours of the day). 
 
I take this opportunity to thank all those folk who helped make the afternoon run 
smoothly with special thanks to my wife, Lorraine and all the other callers and their 
partners. 
 
We are planning for part of the proceeds of the dance will go to the Drought Aid in New 
South Wales. 
 
Brain Sims 
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Queensland 
 
Hi All, 
 
Since the last QLD report, the QCA has had two quarterly meetings accompanied by two 
caller training sessions. The first was based on the chicken plucker routine with equivalents by 
QCA Caller Coach Alan Evans. Our recent August meeting was a continuation of the previous 
training sessions with some expansion by Glenn Wilson.  
 
Our QCA state convention was also held recently at the Buderim Square Dance Centre and 
was hosted by the QCA & QLD Society. As most of us know, this venue is fantastic and 
certainly assisted in setting the scene for a good convention. We were very lucky to also be 
able to present to William from Rockhampton his QCA Trainee Caller status at this function. 
This is a credit to Will for the hard work in attend caller training sessions and trying to learn 
the art of Square Dance Calling. 
 
Our next caller training session in November is yet to be advised however i’m sure it will be a 
good session.  
 
That’s all for Queensland at this time.  
 
Regards 
 
Matthew Mills 
QCA State Coordinator 
 
 

 

ACT  
 

No report 
 

Please remember that I always need articles for Callerlink 
 

Don’t be afraid. Everyone has something that will be useful. If you only have an idea 
– but are not confident with writing – send me an outline of what you want to say – 

and I’ll work with you to turn it into an article. 
 

 
 
 
 



25 
 

Abbreviations and terminology commonly used in Callerlink: 
 
L1p Zero Line (Heads Lead Right and Circle To A Line, historically named 

1P2P) 
SS Squared Set (or Static Square) 
B1c Zero Box (Heads Square Thru, historically named BOX 1-4) 
W1c Zero Wave (Heads Square Thru and Make a Wave) 
L1c Corner Line (Heads Square Thru and Slide Thru with Sides) 
B4c Lead right box (Heads lead to the right and face the sides) 
Normal Dancers are arranged as normal couples. (Boy in left spot, girls in right spot) 
½ Sashayed Dancers are half-sashayed. (Girl in left spot, boys in right spot) 
Mixed-sex In a group of 4 dancers, 1 couple is normal, the other couple is ½ Sashayed 
Same-sex In a group of 4 dancers, there is one couple of boys and one couple of girls 
TWC Those who can 

SA Standard Applications 
SAV Standard Application with Variety. A small number of routines contain 

gimmicks or a slightly uncommon usage. 
EA Extended Application 

 
 
 Guidelines for Callerlink. 
 
Callerlink is circulated 4 times a year via email and is free to ACF members. It is 
published in March, June, September and December. Articles for Callerlink are 
welcome and can be sent by: 
 Post - type or neatly handwritten copy to: 
 1 Spinnaker Drive, Leschenault, WA 6233.  
 E-mail –jeffgarbutt AT gmail.com - in either WORD or PDF, (but not PUBLISHER). 
 
Please remember that articles from other publications are probably subject to 
copyright and we need to have permission to reproduce them. So if you find an 
article from somewhere else we will need approval to reproduce them before they 
can be used. Otherwise we can’t reproduce them. We do not have a copyright 
researcher on our staff, (of zero) – so please research it yourself and provide me with 
a statement that you have permission. Closing date (for articles) each year is the 20th 
of February, May, August and November. 
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OLD ISSUES OF CALLERLINK Going right back to the start, are available in PDF 
format from the Editor. Total hard drive space of about 250 MB. If you want your 
own copy send either a (1) USB thumb drive (2) Portable HDD (3) SDHC flash drive 
with a self-addressed (and stamp) envelope to editor. 
 
 

ELIGIBILITY PROCEDURE 
(For Australian National Square Dance Conventions) 

 
Part One:  
 

(a)TRAINEE CALLERS 

As a forerunner to becoming eligible to call at Australian National Square Dance 
Conventions, a trainee caller needs to have completed the following tasks: 
1)    A recognised or documented traineeship/sponsorship from a recognised caller 
2)    Presented at the ACF Callers Get-Together over a two-year period with both 
hoedown and singing calls. 
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(b) NEW CALLERS 

The next step for those who have undertaken the ACF Get-Together calling 
requirements is to fulfil the requirement for standard eligibility (as noted in the 
following section).  New callers currently involved in this goal may also be presented 
as a “New Caller” within the confines of an Introduction of New Talent within the 
guidelines of the National Convention: 
 
The section of the By Laws for the Operation of Australian National Square Dance Convention 
states: 118.7  a) Sunday afternoon shall incorporate a segment for up and coming Square Dance 
Callers. 
 
Once this eligibility requirement has been met, the new caller must undergo an initial 
assessment at his/her first eligible National Convention.   This first calling allocation 
shall be a full bracket (patter and Singing Call) within an afternoon session where an 
assessment is to be carried out by at least 50% of the current ACF Board 
membership. (rationale:  this is a logical first step, based on a full specific 
assessment, rather than a pot-luck allocation) 
 

NOTES:  It is also possible for a New Caller (who has not been involved in a 
traineeship/sponsorship programme, but who is in the process of fulfilling the 
requirements for eligibility as a Caller) to be presented at the Callers Get-Together. 
 

Part Two: ALL CALLERS 
 

A) MAINSTREAM 

To be eligible to call Mainstream a caller must complete 200 hours of Mainstream 
calling within the confines of a recognised Mainstream Club.  This must be done 
across a minimum of 3 years. 

For a caller to keep their eligibility they must call at least 40 hours of Mainstream per 
year. 
 
If a caller does not call at least 40 hours of Mainstream per year for two consecutive 
years they are no longer eligible. To regain eligibility, they simply must resume 
calling at least 40 hours per year. 
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B) PLUS 

To be eligible to call Plus a caller must complete 100 hours of Plus calling within the 
confines of a recognised Plus Club and have fulfilled the requirements of Mainstream 
Eligibility. 

For a caller to keep their eligibility they must call at least 35 hours of Plus per year 
 
If a caller does not call at least 35 hours of Plus per year for two consecutive years 
they are no longer eligible. To regain eligibility, they simply must resume calling at 
least 35 hours per year and have fulfilled the requirements of Mainstream Eligibility. 

NOTES: 

There are clubs that dance a split level basis with both Mainstream and Plus called 
on the same night.  Providing the dance is advertised as a split level club, denoting 
both MS and Plus, it would fit within the general definition of a recognised Plus 
group.  The main proviso here is that the dance must be a 50/50 split and not just a 
MS dance with an occasional Plus bracket. 

C) ADVANCED (A1 & A2) 

To be eligible to call A1 a caller must complete 100 hours of A1 calling and have 
fulfilled the requirements of Mainstream and Plus Eligibility .  

To be eligible to call A2 a caller must complete 100 hours of A2 calling and have 
fulfilled the requirements of Mainstream, Plus and A1 Eligibility.  

For a caller to keep their eligibility they must call at least 35 hours of Advanced per 
year and have fulfilled the requirements of Mainstream and Plus Eligibility. 
 
If a caller does not call at least 35 hours of Advanced per year for two consecutive 
years they are no longer eligible. To regain eligibility, they simply must resume 
calling at least 35 hours per year and have fulfilled the requirements of Mainstream 
and Plus Eligibility. 

NOTES: 

It is recognised that there are many groups that are dancing the Advanced Program 
(and some Plus groups) that are only able to run on a fortnightly basis.   The aim 
here is to give ALL callers who are able to call the Advanced Program the 
opportunity to be eligible for calling at a National Convention.  The hours noted as a 
minimum (35) equate to at least 16 dances per year (based on a 2 hour dance).   
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GENERAL NOTES 

The expectation for all callers regarding eligibility is that he/she is calling on a regular 
basis at a recognised club (e.g., one that is in regular operation and noted in a State 
listing). 

For a caller to be eligible to call at any given program, it is a requirement that he/she 
fulfils the FULL requirements for that Program (e.g. to be eligible to call Advanced, 
the caller must not only fulfil the requirements for that Program, but also fulfil the 
yearly requirements for the preceding programs – Plus and Mainstream). 

Verification of the eligibility of all callers (including non-ACF members) is to be 
carried out by the ACF State co-ordinator in the caller’s home state. 

Part Three: CALLERS WHO DO NOT FIT THE STANDARD 
CRITERIA 

It is recognised that there are some callers that may be actively involved as square 
Dance Callers but do not fit into the specific requirements as noted.  Such callers 
would have been eligible (based on above criteria) in the past. 

Exceptions may be made based on: 

Active involvement in other areas such as Education, Training, Coaching, etc. as 
well as amount of calling done at events outside of regular clubs. 

The keynote here is demonstration of commitment to the activity over a lengthy 
period of time.  A caller who would fit into this activity should also have previously 
demonstrated, and be recognised, as having the abilities necessary to call these 
programs within the framework and expectations of a National Convention. 

Part Four: VETERAN CALLERS 

VETERAN CALLER: A caller who has fulfilled the initial eligibility requirements for a 
recognised) Caller and maintained such eligibility for a period of 25 years, but has 
become inactive in any or all of the programs (Mainstream, Plus, Advanced). Such 
caller may be active in one or more programs and simultaneously inactive (retired) in 
a “higher” program. As an example; Active in Mainstream but inactive, after 25 years 
calling in the Plus program. This provision will exclude a caller from being active in 
Plus but inactive in Mainstream.   
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Veteran callers who are no longer active but attending a National Convention, may 
be recognised for their input by being allocated a calling spot(s) on the 
program.   This is purely at the discretion of the Program Manager after consultation 
with the ACF Board. Such consultation would look at various factors…assessments, 
previous eligibility, program enhancement, recognition of service, etc., however it 
should not be a ‘given’ that a Veteran automatically retains his active eligibility. 

DEFINITIONS 
 
1) TRAINEE CALLER:  A caller who is currently undergoing a training process, 
within a regular club/dance situation, sponsored by a recognised caller. 

2) NEW CALLER: A caller who is currently involved in regular club calling, but has 
not yet fulfilled the full requirements of initial eligibility requirements. 

3) RECOGNISED CALLER: A caller who has fulfilled the necessary eligibility 
requirements. 

4) VETERAN CALLER: A retired (inactive)Caller who has fulfilled the initial eligibility 
requirements  
 

 


